
QUESTION 4: What are the policies, incentives and other changes that are 

needed to support decision makers in the agricultural sector to deliver this 

scale of land use change, while considering the importance of food 

production?  

ANSWER: The government are producing a long-term farming road map and a Food 

Strategy. The incentives will need to reflect various ownership structure like 

tenancies and consider the wider food chain. LCC consider that it will be important 

that the issue is considered for food security and food sovereignty, so the farming 

system becomes more resilient to the risks of climate change and nature loss (like 

extreme weather events and declines in pollinator populations). LCC encourages the 

Government to reduce the concerns currently felt by land managers by quickly re-

establishing a clear regime for post-Brexit agriculture support and subsidies.   LCC 

also consider that there could be the introduction of a new product classification 

similar to ‘free range’ or ‘organic’ but for products grown or pastured on biodiverse 

land. This could provide a premium sale price for goods without need for 

subsidisation.  

To implement large scale land use change without a commensurate decrease in 

agricultural output, a large shift would be needed towards more efficient and 

advanced farming technologies that can be employed over smaller areas, or take 

advantage of previously unsuitable areas. LCC therefore consider that some of the 

incentives and policies should be aimed towards farming innovation as well as for 

direct changes such as tree planting or enhancing wildlife. It should also be noted 

that there are risks of unintended outcomes, with some agricultural businesses 

responding in category 2, making small changes in the margins, but also increasing 

agricultural intensity in other areas, as has occurred in the past, e.g. production 

subsidies in 1970s led to major conversion from mixed farming to arable, 

requirement for rotational set-aside in 1980s led to reduced uptake of tree-planting 

and hedge loss continued or increased. LCC feels that measures to achieve 

increased agricultural efficiency on land that continues to be managed primarily for 

food production should be assessed to ensure that the natural environment is not 

impacted negatively by the loss of ecological diversity that accompanied national 

policy on achieving greater agricultural intensification in the 1960s and 1970s.  

QUESTION 11: What approaches could cost-effectively support nature and 

food production in urban landscapes and on land managed for recreation?  

ANSWER: LCC support the need to support nature and food production and note 

that the Green Infrastructure Framework will guide principes in relation to this and 

how land is manged for recreation but consider that this should be widened to 

include ‘blue’ infrastructure too rather than just green to produce a Green and Blue 

Infrastructure Framework. In terms of the approaches that could cost effectively 

support nature and food production, LCC consider that there should be stronger 

requirements in central government planning policy for the provision of fruit trees in 



the gardens of new builds and that the incorporation of rooftop growing spaces, 

balcony growing spaces, and land for community allotments, areas for planting fruit 

trees/orchards, and composting sites should also be included, as well as the 

incorporation of community-managed edible gardens, into the corners of parks and 

other open spaces including opportunities to enable the planting of fruit 

trees/orchards. 

 

 


